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Influenza

\lGensE Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System (GISRS)

Global influenza virological surveillance has been conducted
through WHO's Global Influenza Surveillance and Response
System (GISRS) for over half a century.

70 years of influenza control
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Formerly known as the Global Influenza Surveillance Network
(GISN), the new name came into effect following the adoption
of the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) Framework in
May 2011.

National Influenza Centres
e WHO GISRS monitors the evolution of influenza viruses
and provides recommendations in areas including
laboratory diagnostics. vaccines. antiviral susceptibility and —
risk assessment.
o WHO GISRS also serves as a global alert mechanism for
the emergence of influenza viruses with pandemic
potential.
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The Global Influenza Hospital Surveillance Network (GIHSN): a new
platform to describe the epidemiology of severe influenza
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Background

Influenza is a global public health problem. However, severe influenza only recently has been addressed in
routine surveillance.

Objectives

The Global Influenza Hospital Surveillance Network (GIHSN) was established to study the epidemiology of

severe influenza in consecutive seasons in different countries. Our objective is to describe the GIHSN
approach and methods.




http://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/gdder/gdd/regionalcenters.htm




Five Core Activities of the GDD:(22)

Outbreak Response: create a highly functional surveillance system in which outbreak investigations and responses are rapid, and interventions
successfully confine and control the health event

Surveillance: strengthen surveillance systems, especially in areas lacking adequate resources, to ensure timely identification, assessment, and
ongoing ocbservation of potential public health threats

Pathogen Discovery: identify new and potentially threatening pathogens with cutting edge technology and research that prevents their spread
and negative global impact

Training: the training of human resources to ensure that those involved in the GDD are proficient in field epidemiology and best practices in
laboratory maintenance and management

Networking: grow and reinforce the system of surveillance and response by encouraging collaboration between agencies and governments and
the pooling of resources

With the partnership between the WHO, the CDC, and other global health agencies, surveillance systems can be improved upon to support
global health security.




Revision of the IHR (2005)

According to the WHO, the International Health Regulations (IHR) are an “International legal instrument that Is binding on 194 countries across
the globe", and their purpose Is 'to help the infernational community prevent and respond to acute public health risks that have the potential to
cross borders and threaten people worldwide”(6) The IHR are trying o prevent widespread health catastrophes that could emerge from I

a
/

Infectious disease, chemical, or nuclear origins.(7) The [HR were revised in 2005 (and became active in 2007), and these revisions gave countries
more responsibility for keeping track of and reporting any disease that had the potential to spread globally and damage the world's health and
economy.(8) The revised IHR called for the enhancement of public health surveillance in each country, as well as increased international
cooperation to make global public health responses more timely and effective.(9) The WHO, with ather partner agencies like the CDC’s Global
Disease Detection Program, Is working alongside countries to help them to develop culturally appropriate surveillance systems, and to gather the
resources necessary to follow IHR guidelines.(10) The goal is to create a more integrated global system in which information about potential
public health emergencies is more easily passed between regions. Increased connection and standardization of the global health surveillance
system will improve the ability of countries to identify, investigate, report, and respond to public health threats as a global unit,(11)
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The Global Surveillance Network of the ISTM in Partnership with the COC

GeoSentinel is a worldwide communication and data collection network for the surveillance of travel-related morbidity. It
was initiated in 1995 by the International Society of Travel Medicine (ISTM) with support from the US Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) as a network of ISTM member travelitropical medicine clinics. GeoSentinel is based on the concept that these
clinics are ideally situated to effectively detect geographic and temporal trends in morbidity among travelers, immigrants and
refugees.
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GeoSentinel Surveillance Sites

GeoSentinel Sites participate in surveillance and monitoring of all travel related illnesses seen in their clinics.
Aggregation of this data across the network of 60 globally dispersed medicine clinics on all continents allows linking of

final diagnoses in migrating populations with similar geographic exposures. In addition to formal surveillance,

GeoSentinel sites also participate in enhanced surveillance and networking with public health partners.
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Measles cases in the EU
treble in 2017, outbreaks
still ongoing

Mea_s',lesoutbreaks continue to oceur in EU/EEA countries, There
is a risk of spread and sustained transmission in areas with
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Wéékly influenza update, week 7, February 2018
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Take 3 Steps to Fight Flu

Flu can be serious. Protect yourself Learn about your risk for heart disease

Do you have
a cold or the flu?

Compare the symptoms & learn more about flu complications.
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The SASTM's Mission is to guide the profession in all aspects relating to the practice of travel medicine, liaise with the
SASTM

travel industry, consult with relevant authorities, advise the public and collaborate nationally and internationally on all
aspects relating to Travel Medicine. Click here to learn more.
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